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Siena Heights University 
At Kellogg Community College 

Winter Semester
Article Critique Guidance Paper – PSYC 432
100 pts - Critique of an article from a professional publication
The student is to pick a professional journal article related to the field of adolescent psychology (e.g., Journal of Social Work, Journal of Human Development & Research, APA, AMA, etc...) on topics consistent with the course (e.g. independence, bullying, self-esteem, teenage pregnancy etc…). Internet resources may be used if they are from a reputable source (.org, .edu, .gov).
You will then write a two to four page critique of the article.  As previously stated, be sure that the article critique presents a different issue surrounding adolescent behavior (e.g. teen pregnancy, sleep patterns, personality development, video game violence etc…).  Include a summary of the main points of the article and your interpretation of the strengths and weaknesses of each article (this should be the main part of a critique) along with your personal interpretation of the author’s findings or conclusions (do you agree/disagree and why). 
Writing skills (grammar, spelling etc…) are also considered in determination of the overall grade. 

Be sure to submit a copy or reference of the article you critique.  

Paper specifications:

2-4 pages, double spaced – not including cover page and reference page, 

1 inch margins, 

10 – 12 pt font, 

Arial or Times New Roman print, 

APA or MLA writing styles are acceptable.

Running Head in upper left hand corner of each page and the student’s last name, SHU ID # and the page number in the upper rights hand corner.

The LRC provides appropriate resources for your research required for this assignment. Contact the instructor if you have questions concerning this.
Grading Rubric

20 pts - Understanding of the article’s content and findings.
20 pts – College level writing skills.
40 pts – Interpretation of the article’s strengths and weaknesses with appropriate support for each.

20 pts – Interpretation and understanding of the material as it relates to your own personal opinions on the topic.
