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Criminal Psychology 275

Kellogg Community College

Talbot – Test 1  Make-up

Answer the following questions thoroughly and to the best of your knowledge.  (20 pts each)

Chapters 1 – 4          
1.  From the course, identify the benefits and possible detriments of psychology to the legal system (at least 2 of each).  In your opinion, do these benefits and detriments imply psychology’s appropriate or inappropriate place within the legal system?
2.  Identify the difference between criminal and forensic psychology especially as those terms are used within Michigan.  Do you agree with this differentiation?  Why or why not? 
3.  Identify and explain at least three influences which could compromise (either intentionally or unintentionally) the ability of a psychologist to be an objective expert witness.  How has the State of Michigan attempted to reduce some of these negative influences in the area of determining one’s competency or ability to stand trial? 
4.  Discuss the use of hypnosis and polygraphs within the field of criminal psychology (benefits and detriments).  Do you agree with their use?  Why or why not? 
5.  Describe in your own words a “psychological autopsy”.  Explain how this investigative method may have been used in any recent case which received media attention (local or national).  Would it be beneficial or detrimental? 
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