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DESCRIPTION OF COURSE:  Psychology is the science of behavior.  Developmental Psychology will therefore study the physical, cognitive, psychosocial and behavioral development throughout the lifespan.  Emphasis is on the normal changes in human behavior that result from continuous interaction of maturation and experience.  
LENGTH:  One Semester – 3 credit hours

TEXT:  Lifespan Development, 3rd Edition,  Bee & Boyd,   Allyn & Bacon, 2002

SUPPLEMENTARY MATERIALS:  Supplementary materials (study guide) may come packaged with the text.  Although they are not required, students may find them of benefit. 
INVOLVEMENT REQUIREMENTS:  As this is being offered as an Independent Study, it will be the students responsibility to contact the instructor concerning any questions or for further clarification.  The instructor will attempt throughout the semester to make sporadic contact and check the student’s progression through and understanding of the material/text.  There are also mid-term and final exam study guides for the student which are made available upon request.   Any other supplemental materials will be given the student via e-mail or in person.
DERIVATION OF STUDENT GRADE:


GRADING SCALE





FOR EACH TEST


  

A
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A-
91 – 93
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B
84 – 87
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78 – 80
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74 – 77
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68 – 70






D
64 – 67






D-
61 – 63





F
60 & below





Exams:  Mid-term

Final



Quizzes    
     
          
               
       
                               


Observation Paper



Research Paper   

              




INCOMPLETE:  Students will receive a grade of “I” when illness, unavoidable absence, or extenuating circumstances (acceptable to the instructor) prevent completion of course requirements.  Upon completion of the remaining course requirements, the “I” grade will be lifted and the earned grade recorded.  To receive the grade of “I” the student must have completed 70% of the requirements.

It is the responsibility of the student to contact the instructor for the completion of the remaining courses.

DISCLAIMER:  Information contained in this syllabus was, to the best knowledge of the instructor, considered correct and complete when distributed for use.  However, this syllabus should not be considered a contract between Kellogg Community College and any student, nor between the instructor and any student.  The instructor reserves the right, acting within the policies and procedures of Kellogg Community College, to make changes in course content or instructional techniques without notice or obligation.

TESTING FOR COURSE CREDIT:  A student may elect to test out of the course.  This is done in accordance with college policy.  Please see the instructor if you are interested in this option.

ACADEMIC HONESTY:  Integrity and honesty are valued within this course.  Anyone found cheating on a quiz, test or paper at any time will receive a zero on the item for the first occurrence and an “F” for the course for any subsequent incidents.  This also applies to anyone assisting someone  else to cheat.

 TUTORING:  If any student encounters difficulty during the semester with the course or subject matter, they should contact the instructor immediately.  Tutoring is available, and every attempt to assist the student in their studies will be made (within reason).  Do not postpone requests for assistance.  Waiting until the last weeks of class or right before a test is usually too late to be of value.


ASSIGNMENTS

EXAMS (200 – 100 pts each):  Exams will be given at the midpoint of the course and at the end, and will cover the readings, class discussions, lectures, and class handouts.  Exams will range in length and be composed of true/false, multiple choice,  and/or short answer or essay questions.  The Final (last) Exam will not only cover the last section, but the course in general.  All Make-up Exams are comprehensive essay and the student has 2 school days after they return to class to take the make-up exam or receive a zero for the test.  It is the student’s responsibility to contact the instructor to make-up the test.
QUIZZES (70 – 14 pts each):  There will be six (6) quizzes given.  Each quiz will consist of multiple choice questions. There will be no “Make-up Quizzes”, although the lowest score of the six will be dropped from final grade calculation.  

RESEARCH PAPER (40 pts):  Honors Students only
Each student will research a pre-approved subject (agreed upon by the student and instructor), utilizing at least 5 resources or references on that subject.  A hand out will be available upon request, describing the format of the paper (typed, double spaced, 5 – 7 pages etc…), as well defined areas to be addressed.  See web page for complete description.
OBSERVATIONAL PAPER: (40 pts):

Each student will also be required to hand in a written paper based on a personal observation.  A handout is available on the instructor’s web page (220 course section), describing this assignment in more detail.  

EXTRA CREDIT:  Students may earn additional points through writing assignments on subjects selected by the instructor and posted to the instructor’s web page.  

ASSIGNMENTS:  As this is an independent study, it is the responsibility of the student to schedule their time and activities in order to complete all assignments prior to the end of the semester.  Furthermore, it is the student’s responsibility to verify the instructor’s receipt of any materials turned submitted.  Testing will occur at the KCC testing center, however, papers should be submitted directly to the instructor.  The majority of communication will occur via the internet unless other arrangements are requested.  Following the completion of a test or quiz, the student should contact the instructor to notify them of such completion.  This will expedite the grading system.
CALENDER & ASSIGNMENTS:








READINGS



Introduction and Overview

Chapter 1



Psychology and You








Chapter 2 



Quiz # 1 Ch. 1 


 
Lecture




Chapter 3








Chapter 4



Quiz # 2  Ch. 2 & 3








Chapter 5



Quiz # 3
 Ch 4 – 5


Chapter 6 



Review for Midterm 


Chapter 7


Midterm Exam 
Ch. 1 - 7 

Chapter 8








Chapter 9



Quiz # 4
 Ch. 8 - 9


Chapter 10



Observation Papers


Chapter 11



Quiz # 5   Ch 10 - 11


Chapter 12 



Extra-credit Due










Chapter 13


Quiz # 6
  Ch 12 - 13


Chapter 14, 15


Review for Final 


Chapter 16, 17


Research Paper


Final Exam 





NOTES:

�





Goals – Psych 220





Upon completion of this course, students will be able to demonstrate competence in  the following areas.


Establish an understanding of the text.


Increase in understanding of psychological concepts involved with development across the lifespan (womb to tomb)


Develop an increased knowledge of the terminology and language used within the field of developmental psychology.


Develop or improve critical thinking skills such as comprehension, analysis, application, synthesis and evaluation.


Determine how to integrate prior knowledge.


Understand gender and cultural differences involved in an individual’s psychological development across the lifespan.


Increase understanding and insight into one’s own behavior and development.


Develop both verbal and written skills.


Develop an improved ability to work within a group setting and understand typical group processes.


Produce goal setting and prioritization.








Methods/ Activities  for achieving and measuring goal attainment:





Tests and quizzes – Through the use of essay, short answer, multiple choice and true false questions, students will demonstrate an understanding of concepts and terminology, as well as cultural issues present within established psychological development .


Review sessions – Students will participate in sessions specifically designed to integrate previously learned materials/concepts/terminology with newer material or research.  


Observation Paper – In the preparation of the Observation Paper, students will observe, assess and evaluate an individual’s behavior within a natural setting.  The student will then demonstrate comprehension of the observed behaviors through describing possible explanations of said behaviors.  This requires synthesis of previously learned or researched information and concepts


Class Discussions and Lecture – Class discussions will focus on the concepts and ideas presented both in the text, as well as in “real-life” situations within the field of developmental psychology.


Cooperative Learning/ Small group discussions – Students will engage in small group activities (in class) in order to develop critical thinking skills concerning such areas as the effects of Nature v. Nurture, the importance of secure attachments, treatment and prevention alternatives etc…  They will be encouraged to relate such to “real-life” or personal experiences and examples.


Group Projects and Presentations – While working with a group of peers, students will identify a course related topic of interest to present to the class.  They will  develop a timeline of goals to achieve in the preparation of this presentation, and present the information acquired to the remainder of the class. 











