Informed Consent Form
Detecting Deception
Purpose. You are invited to participate in a research study being conducted for a dissertation at Northcentral University in Prescott, Arizona. The purpose of this study is to examine the link (if any) between professional level of experience and a person's ability to detect deception. It focuses on how individuals make determinations as to a person’s truthfulness. There is no deception in this study. We are interested in your opinions and reflections about the presented video recorded interviews.
Participation requirements. You will be asked to complete a paper-and -pencil survey questionnaire about seven different interviews/ interrogations. The session will last approximately 35 minutes.
Research Personnel. The following people are involved in this research project and may be contacted at any time: Shawn Talbot, 517. 677.9224, Dr. Bruce McNellie, 936.371.2910.
Potential Risk/ Discomfort. Although there are no known risks in this study, some of the decisions or judgments may be difficult to make. However, you may withdraw at any time and you may choose not to answer any question that you feel uncomfortable in answering.
Potential Benefit. There are no direct benefits to you of participating in this research. No incentives are offered. The results will have scientific interest that may eventually have benefits for people who are involved in the professions of mental health or law enforcement (or others, who as part of their profession make determinations of one’s truthfulness). 
Anonymity/ Confidentiality. The data collected in this study is anonymous and your participation is confidential. In addition, any personal information is only made available to the researchers (and research assistants) associated with this project.
Right to Withdraw. You have the right to withdraw from the study at any time without penalty. You may omit any questions if you do not want to answer them. 
We would be happy to answer any question that may arise about the study. Please direct your questions or comments to: Shawn Talbot, 517. 677.9224, Dr. Bruce McNellie, 936.371.2910. 
Signatures
I have read the above description of the study on detecting deception and understand the conditions of my participation. My signature indicates that I agree to participate in the experiment.
Participant's Name : ______________________ Researcher's Name: Shawn Talbot
Participant's Signature: ____________________ Researcher's Signature:___________
Date:_____________







Interview Questions  Suspect #    
“Before we begin the interview, let me ask you a couple of simple questions to get you use to the procedure. Are you ready?”
-“What is your favorite time of year?   What makes it your favorite?”
-“What is your favorite food to eat?  Why?”
-“Have you ever been in a situation like you were in today?” If they answer “yes” ask them to “explain”.
INTRO - “Now I am going to ask you some questions concerning why you were found leaving a private office and what happened while you were in that office.”
Q1 – “Is it your intent to answer every question about the theft of that money truthfully?”
Q2 – “And why should I believe that?”
Q3 – “Minute by minute, take me through your actions, describing exactly what happened, what you saw and did, starting with when you entered the main office and up to the point when you were brought to this room.”
Q4 – “Did you take the money?”
Q5 – “Why didn’t you take the money?
Q6 – “Are you lying to me now?”   
Q7 – “Are you nervous?” If they answer “yes”, ask “why?”
Q8 – “Why should I believe you?”
Q9 – “What else should I know about this incident?”
Interview Ends


