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Interview Guidance Paper –SHU PSY 432

100 pts - Report of an interview with an adolescent (ages 12 – 20). 
General Directions: The purpose of this paper is to provide students the opportunity to conduct field research with individuals directly affected by the topics covered in class. Students are strongly encouraged to select individuals that may provide material relevant to their final research topic, however, it is not required that every interviewee or the questions asked be directly related to this topic. Given the variety of topics, individual circumstances, relationships, and practice settings, students should design their own interview questions to gather the necessary information.

Depending on the subject interviewed, you will explore a variety of areas related to their life, views, perceptions and expectations of the future. You may use some of the information or content areas discussed in class (i.e. the use of social media, teen pregnancy, career planning, high school pressures, peer pressures, friends – definition of, number and quality of, issues related to familial relations, risky behaviors etc.…) as a part of this exploration. Areas required to be covered in the paper include:
	What they believe to be an adolescent’s greatest challenge or challenges (e.g. what makes it hard to be their age).

What they view as the greatest benefits to being their age (e.g. what is made easy or easier by being their age). 
What are some of the greatest dangers or threats to being an adolescent (e.g. what can create crises for someone their age) and how do they personally resist or deal with those threats? Do they believe that they have ever been in crisis?
	Identify at least 2 other areas related to this age group, and ask appropriate questions related to them (e.g. social media, sexuality, etc.…).
	The Interview should consist of 5 – 10 questions which are to be identified within the paper.
	Summarize the interview.  
	Analyze the subject’s philosophies/answers. Do you notice any trends (either commonalities or differences) between your subject and other adolescents or even how you were at that age? Cite any outside sources/articles used in the analysis.
	 Evaluate and give your opinions, impressions and interpretation of the interview and the interviewee.  
Paper specifications:
3-4 pages, double spaced – not including cover page and reference page, 
1 inch margins, 
10 – 12 pt font, 
Arial or Times New Roman print, 
APA or MLA writing styles are acceptable.
Header in upper left hand corner of each page with the student’s last name, SHU ID # and the page number.

Grading Rubric:
35% - level of description of the interview and its ability to cover the identified areas.
40% - Ability to synthesize and evaluate (provide some discussion on what you think about the information received and any initial conclusions or opinion regarding it) the information gained through the interview in relation to course concepts and scholarly publications.
25% - Appropriate writing skills (i.e. grammar, spelling etc…).

