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Final Research Project
Criminal Psychology - 275


200 pts – Final Research Project:  
OPTION 1:  Explore in depth one serial criminal, mass murderer or spree killer.  Use current professional literature (within the last 5 years).  At least three citations or references are expected.  Use current professional literature, biographies, autobiographies etc… (Wikipedia is not considered a professional or reliable source).  Give a summary of the killer’s life and crimes. Explore antecedents, or factors which you believe strongly influence the development of the perpetrator’s behaviors, e.g. media, familial influences, peers, availability of weapons, genetics etc.  Give suggestions for prevention, modification and rehabilitation (or reasons why none are feasible). Finally, explore how this information has affected you. Was it a benefit or detriment and why? Also discuss what has been learned about this individuals (or serial criminals in general and whether it is an advantage or disadvantage to society. Explain your position. (8-10 pages)  

OPTION 2:  Explore in depth any topic of your choice related to the field of criminal psychology (i.e. a specific diagnosis, a study, a concept discussed in the text or class).  Use current professional literature, (at least 3 scholarly and professional resources published within the last 5 years – e.g. an article from any of the professional journals, AMA, APA etc..) and your text. Newspapers and newsstand magazines are neither professional nor scholarly. The LRC does have a variety of appropriate journals which can be accessed either within the library or online. 
The paper should include:
	A summary of your findings on the topic (3 – 4 pages), such as 
	Introduction

Definitions/ descriptions
Research findings etc…
	The value or detriment of the information gained from this research (to you personally and to society in general) (2 – 3 pages).
Your educated opinion or insights on the topic (What do you believe about the chosen topic of research after completing your research? Support your opinion with information from empirical research) (2 – 3 pages).  

Paper specifications:
8 - 10 pages, double spaced – not including cover page and reference page, 
1 inch margins, 
10 – 12 pt font, 
Arial or Times New Roman print, 
APA or MLA writing styles are acceptable.
Header in upper right hand corner of each page with the student’s last name and the page number (see example on this guidance paper_.  

HINT: In order to submit a well-organized report, divide your report up into sections and include headings and subheadings.  For example, if you are researching road rage, you might have the following sections and subheadings: Introduction, History, Antecedents, Case History, Summary,  See the example paper provided within the Course Documents section of Blackboard or on the instructor’s web page.

Grading Rubric:

25% - Appropriately selected and synthesized resources.
25% - Appropriate assessment and summary of chosen articles.
25% - College level writing skills
25% - Appropriate connection of course concepts to information obtained through research, with subsequent use of these to support the student’s opinions and suggestions.



