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Experiential/ Observation Paper
Choose  one of the following options for your paper.  Regardless of which option you choose, the paper should be approximately 2 – 3  pages in length (not including cover pages), and cover the required areas.  All papers should be typed and double spaced.  Spelling and grammar are considered.

Due: 
OPTION #1:

Observation Paper – Choose a subject to observe, unobtrusively, within a natural setting.  The individual should be engaged in a behavior which may be considered abnormal in nature.  The length of time for this observation is not defined, however should be adequate to answer the following questions:

1. Describe the behavior (i.e. what the individual is doing, the location, the time of behavior, its duration, others involved in the behavior etc…).

2. Discuss the response of those around the individual (if applicable). 

3. Discuss your own response to the behavior (what you did, how you felt).
4. Provide a theory as to the origin, contributors or cause(s) for the behavior.

5. Discuss why you believe the behavior to be abnormal (on what basis do you make that judgment).

6. Diagnostic Considerations.
OPTION #2:
Experiential Paper – Choose a past personal behavior which may have been classified by others as abnormal, and answer the following questions:

1. Describe the behavior including the time, location, others who were present, and any other pertinent circumstances.

2. Discuss the response of those around you at the time of the behavior or following the behavior (if applicable).

3. Describe your own response to the behavior (what you did, how you felt).

4. Discuss your beliefs as to the origin, contributors or causes(s) of the behavior.

5. Discuss why you would believe the behavior to be abnormal (on what basis do you make that judgment).

6. Diagnostic Considerations.

